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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.06 am]: I rise to inform the house about the 
significant commitment this government has made to supporting our state’s most vulnerable children and 
families. As identified in the midyear review, the Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s budget 
has increased by more than 82 per cent since 2008–09 to $619.3 million. The department’s overall number of 
full-time equivalents has also increased by 213.1 over this period, including an increase of 147.1 FTEs in new 
frontline caseworker positions. This significant increase in funding and FTEs has been in response to the 
2007 review of the Department for Community Development by Prudence Ford in the Ford review. The review 
recommended urgent reform to address child protection thresholds that were too low and unnecessarily placed 
children at risk. Central to addressing these risks was the need to reform policy, practice and legislation and 
adequately resource the agency. The Ford review noted that the former Department for 
Community Development had been significantly under-resourced in prior years and had become overwhelmed, 
confused and defensive. It recommended that the department develop a resourcing model to adequately address 
the anticipated demand for an increase of services. As a result, the department, in conjunction with the 
Department of Treasury, has developed a funding model. Based on the approved funding model, the 2014–15 
budget included an additional allocation of $89.5 million over four years. This included $21.6 million in  
2014–15 to address the anticipated increase in demand for child protection and family support services and costs 
associated with out-of-home care placements. The 2014–15 funding increase also included the equivalent of an 
additional 58 FTEs to enable the department to respond appropriately to children and family needing assistance. 

It was disappointing to hear the Leader of the Opposition suggest that 650 children are on the waiting list, 
because that is inaccurate. As at 2 May 2015, a total of 504 cases were on the department’s monitored list. This 
list is actively managed in district offices by senior staff and monitored closely by the executive of the 
department. All cases placed on the monitored list have undergone a full and thorough assessment to confirm 
that there are no immediate and substantial risks to children, who are often receiving services. The requirements 
of the list are that cases that involve children aged two years and under who are in the chief executive officer’s 
care must not be placed on the monitored list and children aged between three and five years who are in the 
CEO’s care may, for extraordinary reasons, be placed on the monitored list if the decision is approved by the 
executive director. Should the circumstances of a child change, the active monitoring of the case identifies the 
need for additional support and services and/or the immediate allocation of a caseworker. If the case remains on 
the monitored list, the decision must be reviewed by the team leader every month and approved by the relevant 
executive director every three months. It is a priority of this government to make sure that Western Australian 
children have access to safe and nurturing environments. 
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